
  
 

VAPDC 2017 Summer Conference & Annual Meeting  

Speaker Profiles 
 

John F. Reinhart 

CEO and Executive Director, Virginia Port Authority 
 

John F. Reinhart is the CEO and executive director of the Virginia Port Authority (VPA). He is responsible for the 

broad programmatic areas of business development and growth, strategic marketing, finance, and operations of Virginia’s 

marine terminal facilities: Virginia International Gateway, Newport News Marine Terminal, Norfolk International Terminals, 

Portsmouth Marine Terminal, Richmond Marine Terminal and the Virginia Inland Port. 

“Fundamentally, we base the organization on values and work to focus colleague behaviors on those values each 

and every day. The goal is to reinvent the port and accelerate the evolution of the port in order to become a catalyst for 

commerce and economic development and improve competitiveness in a global marketplace.” 

He leads the port with emphasis on maintaining integrity and respectfulness amongst colleagues, as well as the 

importance of being “a good corporate citizen to the community.” Since becoming CEO, John has worked to understand 

the public community in addition to the private sector in order to serve all of the constituents of the Commonwealth. 

He enjoys managing a team that is building confidence within the company, the customer base, and the 

community. He says it is essential to communicate the challenges that the organization has overcome to achieve success 

in order to demonstrate the hard work of the entire company and continue raising trust and respect in the port. 

“It’s very satisfying to have the opportunity to watch people grow, to see the organization mature, to create 

economic vitality for Virginia and to prepare for a better tomorrow.” 

Prior to joining the VPA, John worked for the Maersk organization for 23 years.  He served from 2000-2014 as CEO 

of Maersk Line, Limited (MLL) and a member of the board of directors.  During his career with Maersk, he held the positions 

of President, UMS, senior vice president and regional director.  After retiring from Maersk, John began his tenure with VPA 

in February 2014. 

John currently serves on multiple regional boards including the Hampton Roads Transportation Accountability 

Commission, Marine Transportation System National Advisory Council, Hampton Roads Business Roundtable, Hampton 

Roads Chamber of Commerce Regional Board and Nauticus Foundation. 

His awards and honors include: 2017 Hampton Roads Business Hall of Fame, Virginia Business Magazine’s 2016 

Business Person of the Year, 2015 Merchant Marine Medal for Outstanding Achievement, 2014 Colgate W. Darden, Jr. 

Scouter Citizen of the Year, 2009 Seafarer’s International House, Outstanding Friend of the Seafarer and the 2007 Admiral 

of the Ocean Sea Award. 

John received his bachelor’s degree in general studies and political science from Ohio University and later earned 

his Executive MBA from the University of Michigan. 

 

Melissa (Mel) Jones 

Research Scientist, Center for Housing Research, Virginia Tech 
 

Ms. Jones is a Research Scientist with the Center for Housing Research. Ms. Jones received undergraduate 

degrees in Economics and International Service from the American University. She received a Master of Urban and 

Regional Planning and a Master of Science in Agriculture and Applied Economics from Virginia Tech. Her expertise includes 

statistical and qualitative economic and policy analysis. She has significant experience and training in program 

coordination, local and regional economic development, and affordable housing. Ms. Jones’ education and experience will 

allow her to effectively support the Center’s sustained commitment to affordable housing in Virginia while advancing the 

Center’s interdisciplinary exploration of new affordable housing topics and resources.  

Before joining the Center, Ms. Jones spent one year as an AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer, serving as Program 

Coordinator for the Community Housing Partners program, the Community Alliance for Energy Efficiency (CAFE2). CAFE2 

guides homeowners through home energy audits and retrofits to stimulate demand for home energy efficiency products 

and services. Ms. Jones’ program coordination experience will allow her to effectively manage her administrative 

responsibilities at the Center. Her training in weatherization and energy efficiency retrofit strategies will allow her to 

support the Center’s green building technology research agenda. Ms. Jones also spent three years as a graduate research 

assistant for the Virginia Tech Office of Economic Development (VT-OED). VT-OED serves as an advisor and consultant for 

Virginia businesses and municipalities. In addition, VT-OED conducts economic development research to benefit the 

regions in its service area. Ms. Jones collaborated with VT-OED faculty to publish two studies: “The Challenge of 

Reconciling Development Objectives in the Context of Demographic Change: Evaluating Asset-based Development in 

Appalachia” in the Journal of Alpine Research and “The Role of Equity Capital in Rural Communities: Wealth Creation in 

Rural Communities Phase I Reports” in Wealth Creation in Rural Communities, a project of the Ford Foundation. Her time 

working with one of the state’s premier affordable housing organizations and at VT-OED has allowed her to develop an 

expertise in Virginia policies, trends and regional characteristics, both attributes and challenges. This expertise will help 

her begin to take responsibility for the Center’s commitment to provide high-quality research and analysis for Virginia’s 

housing community.  



 

Wayne Strickland 

Executive Director, Roanoke Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission 
 

Wayne Strickland was appointed Executive Director of the Roanoke Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission in 

February 1987.  Mr. Strickland joined the Regional Commission in 1979 and held the position of Chief of Land Use and 

Environmental Planning.  His academic background includes: a Bachelors degree in Political Science from Georgia State 

University, a Masters of Arts degree (in Geography) from Georgia State University, and a Masters degree in City Planning 

from the Georgia Institute of Technology. 

Mr. Strickland has assumed leadership roles in various professional organizations.  He is currently the Chair of the 

Southeast Regional Directors Institute. Mr. Strickland also serves as a member of the Board of Directors of the National 

Association of Development Organizations. His former leadership positions include: President of the Development District 

Association of Appalachia; President of the Rural Planning Caucus of Virginia; President of the Southwest Virginia Chapter 

of the American Society for Public Administration; and Vice-President of the Virginia Chapter of the American Planning 

Association.  

Mr. Strickland participates in numerous business/civic activities in the greater Roanoke area. He serves as the 

Chair of the Council of Community Services and on the Board of Directors of the Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce, 

the Roanoke-Blacksburg Technology Council, and Freedom First Credit Union.  Additionally, he is a member of the 

President’s Advisory Council at Hollins University, the Business and Industry Advisory Committee for the City of Roanoke’s 

Career and Technical Education program, and the Advisory Board for the Roanoke Regional Small Business Development 

Center. For the last 24 years, Mr. Strickland has served as a Senior Lecturer at Roanoke College where he teaches courses 

in Geography. 
 

Elaine Meil 

Executive Director, Accomack-Northampton Planning District Commission 
 

As Executive Director, Elaine Meil provides executive guidance and strategic vision for the Accomack-Northampton 

Planning District Commission, Eastern Shore of Virginia Housing Alliance and Accomack-Northampton Regional Housing 

Authority.  She oversees a staff of sixteen professionals and annually manages between $8 and $11 million in construction 

and client services funds from federal, state and local sources. She holds a Bachelor’s of Geology – Geophysics from Virginia 

Tech and a Master’s in Regional and Urban Planning from Virginia Commonwealth University. She oversaw the regional 

planning effort to create the Eastern Shore of Virginia Broadband Authority, obtained and administered over $9 million in 

federal, state and local funds to build a regional fiber optic backbone and now serves as Chairman of the Eastern Shore of 

Virginia Broadband Authority. 
 

Ben Davenport 

Councilmember At Large, Virginia Beach City Council 
 

A native of Virginia Beach, Councilmember Davenport attended Trantwood Elementary, Great Neck Middle and 

Frank W. Cox High School.  Davenport is a residential real estate broker.  He was a Realtor in Virginia Beach from 2002 to 

2010 before joining his family's real estate business.  Davenport continues a long line of leadership in municipal 

government, beginning with his great-great grandfather and his great grandfather serving on the Princess Anne County 

Board of Supervisors, as well as his grandfather serving on the Virginia Beach City Council.  His heritage is deep-rooted and 

he brings a lot of historical significance to the City Council.  He is the City Council liaison to the Beaches and Waterways 

Commission, Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Board, Military Economic Development Advisory Committee and The 

Planning Council.  In addition to running his family business, he enjoys volunteering in the community.  He and his family 

attend Galilee Episcopal Church.  
 

Toni Stubbs 

Vice President of Technology and Engineering, Cox Communications Virginia  
 

Toni Stubbs is vice president of technology engineering and operations for Cox in Virginia. In this role, Toni leads all 

network planning, engineering and Master Telecommunications Center operations across Cox Virginia’s Hampton Roads, 

Northern Virginia and Roanoke footprints.  Additionally, Toni leads an enterprise engineering fulfillment operations team. 

Toni first joined Cox as vice president – information technology with Cox’s previous Middle America system, 

headquartered in Tyler, Texas. There she was the leading technical executive for the region which included three customer 

care centers.  In 2006, she joined the Hampton Roads team, extending the scope of her role to encompass both technical 

and strategic planning leadership. In 2009, Toni’s scope expanded statewide, and in 2012 she assumed additional 

responsibility for Cox’s network operations functions in Virginia. In her current role, Toni provides focused strategic and 

operational direction to over 185 team members, ensuring the delivery and support of the platform supporting a superior 

customer experience for over 1 million customers today and into the future. 

Toni earned a B.A. in Computer Science and Software Engineering from Mercy College located in her hometown of 

Detroit, Michigan. She holds a Master of Business Administration from the University of Michigan.  In 2009, Toni completed 

the CTAM Executive Management Program at Harvard Business School and in 2014, she graduated from the Betsy 

Magness Leadership Institute. Toni holds several Cablefax recognitions as one of the industry’s top minorities in technology. 

Toni is a member of SCTE, Information Technology Senior Management Forum (ITSMF) and is the Chapter Mentor 

for Women in Cable and Telecommunications (WICT) – Virginia.  She currently sits on the Urban League of South Hampton 

Roads board as well as the WICT Virginia Board. Additionally, she serves on the Advisory Board for the Norfolk State 

University Department of Technology. 



  Toni is actively involved in with her church, volunteers for a number of organizations within the community, and 

spends time doing missions work abroad.  She is an advocate for children in foster care and those in need. Toni and her 

two daughters are animal lovers and share their home with their four dogs.  

 

John Martin 

CEO and Managing Partner, The Southeastern Institute of Research, Inc. (SIR) 
 

John W. Martin is President and CEO of the Southeastern Institute of Research, Inc. (SIR), a 45 year old market 

research company headquartered in Richmond, Virginia.  SIR has conducted over 13,000 research studies utilizing focus 

group, ethnography, and survey research to help organizations identify their unique selling propositions, formulate 

strategies, explore new products and services, and measure the overall effectiveness of marketing programs.  Clients of 

SIR include many of America’s leading companies and associations including GE, Polaroid, Johnson & Johnson, Lincoln 

Financial, Wal-‐Mart, Google, AARP,  American Chemical Society, the Public Relations Society of America, the American 

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and hundreds of other Fortune 1,000 companies and national 

associations. 

John is also the co-‐founder and CEO of the Boomer Project (boomerproject.com), a national research-‐based 

marketing “think tank” that tracks major demographic and societal trends and provides strategic consultation on how to 

understand and effectively communicate with different generations – Silent Generation, Boomers, Gen Xers, and 

Millennials.    

Boomer Project insights have been featured in the Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, Toronto 

Star, BusinessWeek, The Wall Street Journal, Barron’s, and on NBC Nightly News, CBS News, MSNBC, and NPR’s Morning 

Edition.  John co-‐authored the award-‐winning business book, Boomer Consumer, published in 2007 and subsequently 

named a Top 10 Business book by Corbis, a Bill Gates Company. 

In addition to directing SIR and the Boomer Project, John is a national keynote speaker on topics ranging from new 

rules on marketing to Baby Boomers to harnessing the power of a multigenerational workforce to future trends reshaping 

every industry.     

Prior to joining SIR, John was the Chief Marketing Officer for PBM Products, a $120 million consumer products 

company.  While at PBM, John orchestrated consumer product launches through leading national retailers including Wal-

‐Mart, Kmart, Target, Kroger, Albertson’s, CVS, and dozens of other national chains. 

John began his marketing career at Siddall, Matus & Coughter (SMC), an award-‐winning communications firm 

headquartered in Richmond, Virginia.  John joined SMC as a young intern and ended up as the firm’s president, leading 

the agency’s client program development work in healthcare, financial, and transportation categories. Many of the 

transportation-‐related marketing programs guided by John were recognized by the American Marketing Association (AMA) 

and the Association for Commuter Transportation (ACT) as the most effective communications outreach campaigns in the 

country.   

John earned an M.B.A. from Virginia Commonwealth University and a B.A. in Economics from Washington & Lee 

University.  He is a member of the Association for Commuter Transportation (ACT), the American Marketing Association 

(AMA), and the Council of American Survey Research Organizations.  John currently serves on the boards of the Richmond 

Memorial Health Foundation, the Medical College of Virginia Foundation, the Greater Richmond Chamber, the Sustainable 

Transportation Initiative of Richmond (Project STIR) and Collegiate School. 
 

Tim Coyne 

Public Defender, City of Winchester 

Timothy S. Coyne is the Public Defender for the City of Winchester and Counties of Clarke, Frederick, Page, 

Shenandoah and Warren.  He received his undergraduate degree from the University of Virginia, and graduated from the 

T.C. Williams School of Law at the University of Richmond in 1986.  In 1991, Tim and his wife moved to Winchester, 

Virginia to start their own private law practice.  Tim also worked as a part-time Assistant Public Defender in Front Royal and 

Winchester until 1995, and continued to take state and federal court-appointed cases after leaving the Public Defender’s 

Office.  In 2004, Tim was appointed as the Public Defender for the Winchester office.  Tim also served on the Winchester 

City Council from 2000 through 2008, and has been actively involved in many community boards and organizations.  He is 

currently Vice-Chairman of the Northern Shenandoah Valley Substance Abuse Coalition, a diverse, community-based 

organization looking for ways to address the opioid epidemic plaguing the Northern Shenandoah Valley. 

Marissa Levine, M.D., MPH 

State Health Commissioner, Commonwealth of Virginia 
 

Dr. Marissa Levine was appointed interim Virginia State Health Commissioner by Governor Terry McAuliffe effective 

February 1, 2014. Dr. Levine previously held the positions of Chief Deputy Commissioner for Public Health and 

Preparedness and Deputy Commissioner for Public Health and Preparedness since February 2009.   Prior to this role, Dr. 

Levine directed local health departments in two districts within Virginia since 2002.   Dr. Levine is a board-certified family 

physician who also received a Masters of Public Health (MPH) degree from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 

Health.  She received her MD from the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in Bronx, NY and completed family practice 

residency training at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville.  Dr. Levine started her career in private medical practice in 

Pennsylvania.  She subsequently joined the staff of an academic medical center and became the director of a family 

practice residency training program in northwestern Pennsylvania.  While in Pennsylvania, Dr. Levine was also very 

involved in community health improvement efforts and was a member of the local board of health. 

 



 

 

Robert Holsworth 

Partner, DecideSmart 
 

Bob Holsworth is a Managing Principal of DecideSmart. Prior to joining the firm, he was the Founding Director of 

the Center for Public Policy and the L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs at Virginia Commonwealth 

University. He also served as Dean and Interim Dean of the College of Humanities and Sciences, the largest unit of the 

31,000 student university. 

 Holsworth has occupied key positions in a number of major governmental initiatives. He was the executive Director 

of the Governor’s Commission on Efficiency and Effectiveness in Virginia State Government from 2002-04, a 

comprehensive analysis of the business practices of Virginia state government that became the foundation of an extensive 

governmental reform package. He has been the Director of the Virginia Executive Institute, the leading professional 

development program for state executives in the Commonwealth. He was Co-Staff Director of the Commission on the 

Future of Virginia’s Urban Areas, a gubernatorial commission that examined how Virginia’s urban areas could become 

flourishing parts of regional economies. 

 Holsworth also has considerable experience designing, leading and managing complex survey research studies, 

regional data initiatives, and countywide civic engagement projects. 

 

Joe McKinney 

President, National Association of Development Organizations 

On October 2012 Joe McKinney was named Executive Director of the National Association of Development 

Organizations. Joe served as Executive Director of Land-of-Sky Regional Council in Asheville, North Carolina from January 

2003 until October 2012. Under his leadership, Land-of-Sky became recognized nationally for its innovation and program 

expansion in areas such as planning and economic development, workforce development, transportation and transit, aging 

services, volunteer services, and geographic information systems. Joe has twenty-one years of experience having served in 

city, county, regional and national association and government management since 1991. He holds a Bachelors Degree in 

Public Policy Analysis from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and is a candidate for a Masters Degree in Public 

Administration from UNC-Chapel Hill. 

Stephen Moret 

President & CEO, Virginia Economic Development Partnership 
 

Stephen Moret is president and CEO of the Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP), the economic 

development authority for the Commonwealth of Virginia.  

Prior to VEDP, Moret served as president and CEO of the LSU Foundation, where he crafted a blueprint for the 

future of development at LSU, preparing the institution to launch the largest capital campaign of any kind in state history. 

Concurrently he served as executive director of the LSU Property Foundation, working to launch a $180-million, mixed-use 

real-estate development that will revitalize the western edge of the LSU campus. 

From 2008 through early 2015, Moret served as secretary of the Louisiana Department of Economic Development 

(LED), which he transformed into one of America’s top state economic development agencies. At LED, he directed business 

development efforts and cultivated higher education partnerships that helped secure a diverse array of economic 

development projects in urban and rural communities, including software/IT centers (e.g., CGI, CSC, GE Capital, and IBM), 

food/agricultural processing facilities, and a few of the largest foreign direct investment manufacturing projects in U.S. 

history. Altogether Moret and his team helped secure private-sector capital investments in excess of $62 billion. He also 

established LED FastStart, which The Economist called “probably the most notable statewide workforce-development 

initiative [in America].”  

During Moret’s tenure, LED repeatedly was recognized as one of the top-performing state economic development 

agencies in the U.S., and Louisiana improved to its highest-ever position in every national ranking of state business 

climates. Business Facilities ranked LED FastStart the best state workforce training program in the U.S. every year from 

2009 through 2015.  

Moret previously served as president and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area Chamber of Commerce; a management 

consultant with McKinsey & Company; a public policy fellow with the Public Affairs Research Council of Louisiana (a good-

government think tank); a consultant to Harvard Business School; assistant to the chancellor of LSU; and an environmental 

consultant to industry at Trinity Consultants.  

Moret earned a B.S. in mechanical engineering from LSU and an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School. He earned 

a doctorate (Ed.D.) in higher education management, with Distinction for Dissertation, from the University of Pennsylvania, 

where his research focused on linkages between higher education and the labor market in the United States. 

Moret resides in Richmond with his wife, Heather, and their four children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bill Shelton 

Director, Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development 
 

Bill Shelton currently serves as Director of the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development and is 

responsible for the management and policy oversight of the agency, which provides community development and housing 

program support to communities across the Commonwealth. The Department also administers state and federal 

homelessness, housing, community and economic development programs and statewide building codes. Bill works closely 

with the Secretary of Commerce and Trade and with the Governor to advise on community development, economic 

development, affordable housing, and state uniform building code issues. Bill is an ex-officio member of the Board of 

Commissioners of the Virginia Housing Development Authority and serves on the board of Virginia Community Capital, Inc., 

the Commonwealth’s community development bank. Bill also serves as the Governor's state alternate for the Appalachian 

Regional Commission. A native Virginian, born in Amherst County and raised in the Charlottesville area, Bill was educated at 

Washington and Lee University, where he received his Bachelor of Arts in Politics, and at Virginia Commonwealth University, 

where he received a Masters of Urban and Regional 

Planning. 

 


